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Freundschaft, Liebe und Welt




“I can tell you, dearest friend, that if it were known how 
much friendship, love and a world of human and 
spiritual references I have smuggled into these three 
movements, the adherents of program music—
should there be any left—would go mad with joy.”�



—Open Letter from Alban Berg 

to Arnold Schoenberg, February 9, 1925 






His Master’s Voice?






“Of all good things…”




“Creative Accounting”






Mvt. 1 – Kolisch Pizz.




Mvt. 1 – Polnauer “Fight Scene”




• Mathilde Schoenberg (R. Gerstl)
 • Helene Berg




Turn-around Point




The Tell-Tale Envelope




Turn-around Point




Melisande = Mathilde




Melisande Appears (Mathilde+ AS)




Melisande Dies




R.I.P.  (P.S. Happy Birthday, 
Arnold?)




Mathilde = Seriphita?




Mathilde, Hugo, Alban, Helene…




Or?




HF:  The Woman Behind The Music




The “Desperate Hausfraus”




Freud:  The Man and the Myth




Mvt. 1, Thema – “tonic complex”




Mvt. 1, mm. 28-31 – “tonic complex”




End of Mvt. 1– “tonic complex”




Cadenza and Finale – “tonic 
complex”



